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reflex	 is	 induced,	often	resulting	 in	mean	premotor	RTs	of	<70	ms.	Thus,	we	and	others	have	
employed	 this	 phenomenon	 to	 investigate	 the	 early	 preparation	 of	 motor	 responses	 under	
varied	 circumstances	 and	 in	 different	 populations.	 One	 early	 hypothesis	 explaining	 this	
involuntary	triggering	of	responses	(the	“StartReact”	phenomenon)	is	that	details	of	the	motor	
plan	are	 stored	 in	brainstem	centres	 (e.g.,	 reticular	 formation)	and	 triggered	by	 startle	 reflex	
activation	 which	 bypasses	 normal	 cortical	 processing.	 However,	 this	 explanation	 has	 proved	


